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REM TLc US. Paten, No. 6,64, ,592 (hemnrafter '592 reference") is *e *- 
reference, i. -I be addressed inuial.y. Claims .-.0, , 2, 55 and 56 were rejected under 
U S C 102(e) as being anticipated by the '592 reference. 

" ' The present!, claimed crimptng and cutting device actually represents an 
Improvement over the referenced design, which included, in the present inventor s vrew an 
J- ot cotnphcated parts. Accordingly, the presently named inventors came up w,th a 

Imlinen design. wherein proximal movement of me hammer head effects enmptng of a 
rained ferrule and effects ending of suture. The -592 docs mis by ptvottng a blade throng 

rld of the pivoting b,ade entirely and instead uses a generally stationary surface as the cunurg 
surface (see FIGURES 26-29 in the instant application). 

Wcpendent claims land 55 havebeen amended to more clearlyrectre the 

elimination of .he pivoting or moving blade component in the crimping and cutting destgn. 

Because .he independent claims (in such a manner) distinguish over the "592 patent, 

reconsideration and allowance is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-3, 5-8, .0, 12-14, 55-56 and 58-59 were reject under 35 "■«=•««« - 
heing an.icipa.ed by U.S. Paten, No. 5.643,289 .o Saner et al. (hereinafter » .be 289 paten, ). 
The '289 patent uses a sliding blade .0 cu. suture. Accordingly, .be same comments wtth 
regard to patentability of me instant claims applies. The above comments are incorporated 
herein by reference. For the same reasons as above, reconsideration and allowance of the 
claims is respectfully requested. 

Claims 11 and 57 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over the 
<289 patent in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,839,639 to Sauer et al. (hereinafter "the '639 

patent"). . . . . 

The '639 pafcnt is directed .0 a S .aple deformed by an anvil and, a present 
according ,0 the Examiner with reference .0 a teaching of a safety button. However, the 639 
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^ does no, core the defrciencies of*. '289 patent with regard to the independen, c arms 
, and 55, from which claims 1 1 and 57 depend. Accordingly, the comments above wtth 
regard to the '289 parent am incorporated herein by reference. For the same reasons as 
discessed above, reconsideration and allowance of the Cairns is respectful* requested. 

,f .here are any charges with respect to the presently submitted response or otherwise, 
piease charge them to deposit account 06-1 130, maintarned by ,he Applicant's attorney, 



Respectfully Submitted, 



CANTOR COLBURN, LLP 
Applicant's Attorneys 

By: M^- 

H. M. Bedingfield 
Registration No. 44,530 



Address- South, Bloomfield, CT 06002 

Telephone: (860)286-2929 



13 



_ . Tlmel • BVRU8PTO-EFXRF-1/4 * DNI8:8729300 * C8ID: * DURATION <mm-SS):04-38 

PAGE 13/14 • RCVD AT 6/17(2004 0:43:50 PM tEasttm Daylight Ttme] 8VR.U8PTO w 



